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"Each lively and highly readable interview ends with advice to would-be writers. . . .An essential
volume for fantasy readers of all ages." — BOOKLIST (starred review)"Fantasy," writes Leonard
S. Marcus, "is storytelling with the beguiling power to transform the impossible into the
imaginable, and to reveal our own ‘real’ world in a fresh and truth-bearing light." Few have
harnessed this power with the artistry, verve, and imagination of the authors encountered in this
compelling book. How do they work their magic? Leonard S. Marcus’s incisive interviews range
over questions of literary craft and moral vision as he asks thirteen noted fantasy authors about
their pivotal life experiences, their literary influences and work routines, and their beliefs about
the place of fantasy in literature and in our lives.Includes interviews with:— Lloyd Alexander—
Franny Billingsley— Susan Cooper— Nancy Farmer— Brian Jacques— Diana Wynne Jones—
Ursula K. Le Guin— Madeleine L’Engle— Garth Nix— Tamora Pierce— Terry Pratchett— Philip
Pullman— Jane Yolen

About the AuthorLEONARD S. MARCUS is one of the world’s most respected writers about
children’s literature. His essays, interviews, and reviews appear in the NEW YORK TIMES
BOOK REVIEW, a regular column for PARENTING magazine, and numerous other publications.
His books include A CALDECOTT CELEBRATION, AUTHOR TALK, STORIED CITY, DEAR
GENIUS: THE LETTERS OF URSULA NORDSTROM, and other titles for both adults and young
readers. He says of THE WAND IN THE WORD, "Anyone can wave a wand. The real magic of
each of these remarkable storytellers lies in the telling."Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved.LEONARD S. MARCUS: How did you choose the daemons for the characters of
His Dark Materials?PHILIP PULLMAN: Some I didn’t have to choose. It was obvious whatthey
should be. I knew that Mrs. Coulter’s daemon was going to be agolden monkey. Monkeys for me
have a kind of sinister quality to them.There’s a wonderful ghost story by the Victorian writer
Sheridan Le Fanucalled 'Green Tea.' An apparition of an evil little monkey appears in thatstory,
and it made a huge impression on me when I first read it as a child.Maybe the memory of that
story was haunting me, and that’s why it wasso clear what Mrs. Coulter’s daemon would be.Q:
Why does Lyra’s daemon become a marten?A: There is a painting by Leonardo da Vinci
showing a young womanholding her pet, a ferret in its white winter coat - an ermine. I’ve
alwaysliked that picture. I make a habit of looking out for pictures of people, as itwere, with their
daemons. . . .Q: You must have thought about what your own daemon would be.A: Not very
much, actually. I suppose I think of her as a bird, probablyone of those dull, drab-looking birds,
like a jackdaw, which makes ahabit of stealing bright things. She hangs around inconspicuously
listeningfor little bright snippets of conversation or an anecdote and then picks them up when
nobody’s looking and brings them back to me, and we make a story out of them._______THE



WAND IN THE WORD compiled and edited by Leonard S. Marcus. Copyright © 2006 by
Leonard S. Marcus. Published by Candlewick Press, Inc., Cambridge, MA.
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Lynne, “Amazing.. Beautiful book.”

Paul F. Brooks, “A collection of interviews with writers of fantasy. The Wand in the Word -
Leonard S. Marcus (non-fiction interviews - 04-24-2021 review 0911) This book is a collection
of interviews with writers of fantasy. The authors included are Lloyd Alexander, Franny Billingsley.
Susan Cooper, Nancy Farmer, Brain Jacques, Diana Wynne Jones, Ursula Le Guin, Madleeine
L'Engle, Garth Nix, Tamora Pierce, Terry Pratchett, Philip Pullman and Jane Yolen. The focus is
on authors whose body of works is primarily, but not exclusively, marketed to the young adult
market. I confess I did not read all the interviews but only those of authors I was curious to know
about. It a handsome book with interesting photos of each author - some when they were
children. Each authors includes a reproduction of a marked up page draft from one of their
books. I found this of particularly interest - as I would imagine most aspiring authors would also.”

Betsy Bird, “They tell us that dragons can be beaten. I was into Leonard S. Marcus before it was
cool. Really! Okay, fine. I wasn't. In fact, until I read his collection of the letters of Ursula
Nordstrom ("Dear Genius") and heard about his Margaret Wise Brown bio ("Margaret Wise
Brown: Awakened By the Moon") I didn't know just what a great editor and writer he could be.
But now that he's come out with "The Wand In the Word: Conversations With Writers of
Fantasy", I have a feeling his star is going to rise pretty high. Anyone could write a book with an
interview by Jane Yolen. You might even be able to squeeze out some interest if you included a
talk with Garth Nix. But a glance at the people included in this book and it begins to get a little
silly. Lloyd Alexander? He's still alive? And Nancy Farmer? How did he get her? Susan
Cooper!! Omigod I LOVE Susan Cooper! There are only thirteen fantasy writers contained in
this volume, but with the notable exception of J.K. Rowling, they are undoubtedly the greatest
living fantasy writers working today.Most of the interviews were done in-person or over the
phone. Two were done via e-mail as well. It's a testament to Marcus's skills (and the verbal
gymnastics of his subjects) that the casual reader is unable to distinguish between the live and
written. In fact, the eloquence of each of these fantasy writers is the most startling similarity they
have between one another. The interviews are presented in alphabetical order with Lloyd
Alexander first and Jane Yolen last. In between, Marcus includes photographs of each author's
early drafts, pictures of them as children, and the occasional shot of what their workspace looks
like. Who knew they even made Terry Pratchett figurines? Marcus asks a sets number of
questions of each author. What did they read as children? How did World War II affect them?
What becomes clear as you read through the book is that the greatest influence this crew ever
had was Tolkien. In fact, they have very different opinions on the man. Susan Cooper found his
lectures "wonderful" whereas Diana Wynne Jones (who you come to trust in this matter) found
them "absolutely appalling". Philip Pullman even had dinner with him, though again the great



man does not come across as particularly appealing. Each author mentions what they advise
up and coming writers, who their inspirations have been, and what their lives were like. All in all,
it makes for a truly stunning series of interviews.Being the twisted soul that I am, I was most
interested in the authors that were prone to saying particularly odd things. If I got to sit down and
have dinner with four fantasy authors based solely on their interviews, I think my choices would
have to be Nancy Farmer, Diana Wynne Jones, Brian Jacques (a surprise for me), and Terry
Pratchett. Perhaps Philip Pullman too, but we'd have to keep the conversation well away from
touching on C.S. Lewis. After a while you do feel like quizzing your other fantasy loving friends.
"Did you know that Nancy Farmer worked in the lab of a mad scientist, "felt like a fruit fly pimp",
and was a holy terror in school? Did you know that "A Wrinkle In Time" was turned down twenty-
six times by different publishers? Or that Tamora Pierce has "twenty-two baby name books, plus
three URLs for baby name databases, plus a CD-ROM"? It's all true. It's all here.I suspect that
some well-meaning kids will complain about the people not included in this book. Where's
Cornelia Funke? Or Christopher Paolini? I, personally, was very very happy at these
exclusions. Obviously I would have liked Rowling to have been included but what could she say
that she hasn't already mentioned in the roughly five billions interviews she's done worldwide?
Less explicable is the fact that Anne McCaffrey isn't mentioned. A quick check of a "Dead Or
Alive" website confirms her status of "Alive", so what gives? And what about Robin McKinley?
That said, the list Marcus has already come up with is pretty close to perfect. You could argue
that Billingsley hasn't done enough to gain a spot with this crew (and Yolen, perhaps, too much)
but that's neither here nor there.Sometimes when I finish a particularly good book (for example,
"Fly By Night" by Frances Hardinge), I feel depressed. Like so many other people out there, I'd
like to be a writer but I get intimidated by really really good authors already in existence. "The
Wand In the Word" had the opposite effect on me. These are the best authors of their field and
their advice and enthusiasm is easy to catch. I dare say budding fantasy novelists everywhere
will be able to take a page out of Marcus's newest book and create their own entirely new little
worlds. It's a wonderful collection and a necessary purchase for anyone who considers
themselves a serious fantasy fan.”

Milissa Fellers, “Great read for all ages. In THE WAND IN THE WORD, Leonard Marcus, a
respected children's book historian, biographer and critic, has compiled a series of interviews
with thirteen well-known fantasy writers, ranging from old favorites, Madeleine L'Engle and
Ursula Le Guin, to more recent authors, such as Franny Billingsley and Garth Nix. Marcus'
interviews capture what fantasy means to each author, as well as important life and work
experiences, writing routines, and how book and character ideas develop. The basic interviews
follow the same pattern, beginning with the question, "What kind of kid were you?" and
concluding with "What is the best part of being a writer?"; however, questions in between vary
and often deal with specific themes, works, or experiences of the interviewee that reflect their
individuality. As Marcus mentions in his introduction, "a good interview, like any good



conversation, is exploratory in nature, with much of the fun and satisfaction stemming from not
knowing just where the talk will take you" (page3), and it is this quality which makes The Wand in
the Word an enjoyable reading experience for the average person as well as the die-hard
fantasy fan. By following the same format for each interview, Marcus allows readers to discover
that in order to be a writer, a person must read a lot, write frequently and about topics that
interest them, and, most importantly, persevere! There is nothing other-worldly about these
successful writers. Each is dedicated to writing and enjoys the fact that "while fame may be
fleeting. . . writing is always there" (Jacques page 74). THE WAND IN THE WORD is easy to
read, insightful, and entertaining, providing a glimpse in to the lives and minds of well-known
fantasy writers. This book can be used as a springboard to learn more about these authors, to
investigate other writers of interest, and to discover and practice various writing strategies. The
one weakness is that not enough authors are included! Perhaps, Leonard Marcus will treat
readers to additional interviews soon. In the meantime, readers can take the advice presented
in the book and read, read, read.”

Murray, “Interviews with fantasists. Here, Leonard S Marcus interviews writers of fantasy,
generally children's fantasy. The authors interviewed include some major names, as well as
some I've never heard of: Lloyd Alexander, Franny Billinglsey, Susan Cooper, Nancy Farmer,
Brian Jacques, Diana Wynne Jones, Ursula K Le Guin, Madeleine L'Engle, Garth Nix, Tamora
Pierce, Terry Pratchett, Philip Pullman and Jane Yolen.Marcus starts each interview by asking
"What kind of child were you?" His interest is in what made each person into a writer -- were
there storytellers in the family, did a particular teacher offer encouragement, and so on -- as well
as whether they have a daily routine and what it is. (There are photos of the work-areas of a few
of the authors, and of actual manuscript pages, which are interesting.) If the author is old
enough, he asks what impact the Second World War had on them. He rounds off by asking if
they have any advice for young writers, and "What is the best part of being a writer?"It's the life
stories of the writers that really come across as the interesting part of these interviews. Some
come from literary backgrounds, some don't. Some started writing straightaway, others had to
come to a moment of realisation: "Of course, I'm a writer!"Aimed at children, I'd guess, but
certainly readable by interested adults.”

The book by Wayne Koestenbaum has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 14 people have provided
feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 208 pages
Item Weight: 15 ounces
Dimensions: 6.55 x 0.6 x 9.25 inches
Hardcover: 256 pages
Mass Market Paperback: 223 pages
Reading age: 12 - 18 years
Lexile measure: 940L
Grade level: 7 - 12

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

